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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address— 
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of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . □ This communication is responsive to . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-19 . 

3. (3 The drawings filed on 19 December 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

In claim 1, on lines 9-10, "image sensing device" has been changed to 
"photosensitive cells". 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
fails to teach an image signal processing method using a plurality of photosensitive 
cells, among other features, comprising the steps of obtaining, when the image data are 
bidimensionally arranged such that green of the image data appears in a square lattice 
pattern, red pixel data from the real pixels facing each other in one diagonal direction at 
both sides of green, and obtaining blue pixel data from the real pixels facing each other 
in the other diagonal direction at both sides of green; generating, when either one of a 
red real pixel and a blue real pixel is a subject pixel to be dealt with, pixel data of a 
complementary color complementary to green by using a plurality of pixel data 
surrounding the subject pixel and positioned in a direction of correlation, while making a 
decision for improving correlation accuracy; generating pixel data to be interpolated in a 
virtual pixel from pixel data of a same color facing each other in at least one of a 
horizontal direction and a vertical direction by using pixel data of the complementary 
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color and the green pixel data; and limiting a frequency band in a direction 
perpendicular to a direction used for interpolation. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

I) Suzuki 6,469,290 discloses an image signal processing method comprising 
luminance data and chrominance data. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Que T. Le whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2438. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David P. Porta, can be reached on (571 ) 272-2444. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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